PICNIC   PARTY

swelling between the eye-brows? Surely that indicates
the corrugator muscle in action, or, in other words,
shews that your friend Mr. Shiva is in a rage?"

"I admit no such thing," said the objector, who from
his garb appeared to be nautical, "I see no wrinkling of
the brow: after a long examination, I cannot help
thinking that the protuberance on this brow is intended
for the third eye of the god: it is entirely raised above
the general surface of the brow without any indenture,
such as that which occurs on the wrinkled forehead
of Passion. The whole skin of this figure's brow is
smooth, except this oval protuberance, which nowise
resembles that of Bhyrava, as you called the figure we
were examining yesterday in the north-east com-
partment north of the Lingam, where the brow is
marked by deep furrows highly expressive of passion."

Upon this objection being smarted, the whole
expedition assembled as near the disputed point as
possible; a temporary scaffold was rigged up for the
ladies on a level with Shiva's eyes; and no Lilliputians
ever investigated the countenance of honest Gulliver
with more interest than we did that of the no less
wonderful Trimurti. A couple of additional mirrors
were put in requisition to fling a strong light into the
cave, and a fresh supply of candles ordered up from the
tents. The more the parties examined the matter, the
less they were agreed; and the controversy began at
last to assume that positive and rather warmish character
which so often belongs to inquiries in which the data
are few and obscure. It is then we find the imaginative
or guessing process most vivid, exactly in proportion
as the reasoning or matter-of-fact process becomes dull.
The interest also, which people take in any such dis-
cussion is generally inversely as its importance; and
the hope of agreement becomes less and less as the
inquiry proceeds. In all probability such might have
been the result of this battle in the cave touching poor
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